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THEN, AS _TO RESCUE ALL FROM 
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STAN LEE'S SOAPBOX 
Hi, gong! Before we get to the really 
haovy stuHt, | just wena say thanks tO 
Gregg Marcus of the welcoming com: 
mittne at the University of Alabema for 
arriving early enough at the hotel, after 
my lecture, to got me to the airport in 
ime for the nerty fight back to New 
‘Yor. \ wes above and beyond the cai 
‘of duty, Gregg. and thou mayes consider 
thyself summarily no prized Incidentally, 
for thom of you who've never been to 
the U. of Alabama, t've got t0 tal! you 
that the campus, and the tiny but 
terrific town of Tuscaloose are really 
something sisal Y'know, writing. editing, 
and publithing are great—but | think | 
enjoy visiting various colleges around the 
country more than anything whe, | can't 
agin to describe the excitemant of 
menting Marvelites on campuses all over 
Amecies (Canada 2nd Mexico incivded) 
and being tured on by their awareness 
and enthusiasm! And speaking of entho 
ian, have 1 told you how thrilled | am 
to be able to minounce that one of 
comicdom’s greatest talents has rejoined 
the Buligen after, io, these many year? 
Yeo. none other than the almost legnnstary 
Carmine latentino, one of the acknow 
edged giants in the world of comics! 
Carmine Infantino, whore. inspired 
actwoth over the yedrs has set the sty 
for so macy others.who followed in his 
stead, whore contributions to the corre 
book induttry ste do. eumerous 10 
mention 40 thit one columa: and whore 
extraordinary geoiut will knock your 
eves But in SPIDER'WOMAN 1, on 
ile in July —as weil at iy imue #2 of 
THE HUMAN FLY, plus various mes 
of DAREDEVIL, NOVA, and other 
Marvel manterworks. Welcome aboard, 
Old Iniend—the best is just ahead! But 
before 1 wm you loom, thern's on 
Cotter earth shettering announcement I've 
been bustin’ to make! Are you ready for 
Starting Monday, .June 6th, 
HOWARD THE DUCK will burst forth 
like a meveot from the comic panes of 
newioapers {ron covet t0 copst! I be 
doesn't appieer ip your own town, write 
10 the feature editor of your local 
seweouper ond demand that such curturat 
Georivation be immediately rectified! 
Fifst SPIDER. MAN—presently appearing 
in more than 300 lucky papers—and 
ffow, HOWARD THE OUCK! Who says 
aks lant the Marvel Age of Magnificent: 
Munificecee?!| Bo, till the Silver Surfer 
gots 4 crew-cut.:be good to exch other 
And:tif you can spare a minute oF F390, 
take a turtie t0 teal 

Excelsior! 


ITEM! When comic book art aficionados 
get together, someone sooner or later points 
‘Gut the strong similarity between the visual 
techniques of comics and those of the movies 
You'd certainly get no arguments from chews 
‘querters, as just about every sturdy soul in the 
Bullpen is 0 dyed-intho: wool movie butt 
Maybe that’s why 1977 is shaping up as the 
year when merry Marvel and the wild word 
of the movies reoity come together. In addition 
to such: continuing tein titles as STAR 
WARS, we'rw sbout to launch a number of 
tonussize, one-temve film adaptations, timed 
10 appear at the same time as the movies 
which they cover. The first one to come 
Your way is based on American International's 
THE ISLAND OF DR, MOREAU starring 
Burt Lancaster, Michael York, Richard 
Baschert, and Gorbara Cacteca, This sorio 
Clamic 1s from the book by H.G. Wells about 
an island empire populated by the half human 
doings Dr. Morosu croates from wild anima 
These Humanimols!™ may well be the most 
sicistet Sermations to hm screen OF comics 
ages since the movies (and Marvel) introduced 
eearyone to the wonders of a certain world 
of talking aces. Certamiy writer DOUG 
MOENCH ond artist. LARRY HAMA 
(Remember his standout stint os penciter on 
IRON FIST! beck in the old MARVEL 
PREMIERE ditys?) have given ic one-of their 
beat jobs, the kod that has’ the whole 
Bullpen buzzmg But don’t tke our word for 
It. pick 1 up and awe for yourselt! 


ITEMI As wo Said, ISLAND OF OR. MOREAU 
& only the beginning. Soon to follow will be 
our version of THE DEEP, the film of JAWS 
author Pator Beachley. A novel of sharks (A 
whole schoal, not just one!) deep sea treeure, 
and a giant ool. Attor that, we'll be tackling 
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF A THIRD KIND, 
the movie about UFOs that we think is going 
to hit the seventies with the same kind of 
impact 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY struck 
the sixtion, And thet ore just the projects we 
con fol you about. There are some other: in 
tho works too mcrat to mention for the 
moment, like the special photomag thot 
han our whole black ond white department 
huddling together mysteriously like spies in an 
IAN FLEMING book or—oops! Forgrt war 
said that! Just remember to wattch this sowce 
for further devetooments 


STEM! Word from the Wert Coxst has it that 
JACK “King” KIRBY is hard at work develop 
#99 an exciting new feature. No details yet 
from California's most constant. innovator, 
but by this time next month, we hope to have 
the full scoop for you. Mesmishile, Mister 
Machine, the decidedly different superhero 
Jack's introduced in his monthly 2001 book, 
has sleeady started gameting rive reections, 
with more than a few ing that this 
mechanical man with soul be given a book of 
ts own, That's a matter better decided in 
the future, but you can still catch this hero-t 
the-making if you move quickly fight mow 


ITEMI The parade of summor aonuats is 
ow moving into high gone, with — the 
INVADERS, SPIDERMAN, and HOWARD 
THE DUCK annuals all st for appearance: 
this month, ond THOR, THE ETERNALS, 
TARZAN, and JOHN CARTER, WARLORD 
OF MARS on tap for July. In edition to 
whist we feel is some extra-special material 
‘designed for the msin body of the books tach 
os Howard meeting the Men Thing. and Thar 
twaming with the Guardians of the Galaxy), 
we'd like to.call your attention to the short 
back-up fratures which are going into many 
Of the snnuais. Thean were designed to give 
Our overworked regulars a few pages of 
beeathing space, and, more importantly, to 
give, some talented new writers, pencilers, 
and inkers a chance to display thelr wor 
before the most discerning critics of all... you 
‘our readers, Some of the contributers to 
these off-beat short adventures you may be 
stighthy familiar with; many, however, will be 
strongers, exhibiting their work for the first 
time; some may become comics stars of 
tomorrow, Look at them carofully, fet us 
know whet you think. We're depending on 
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ITEM! With atl tho stems we've already men 
tioned, you wouldn't think we'd have anything 
else speci that we can lay on you this 
month, but we can’t close without mentioning 
thot this is the month that the proméore fesue 
of THE HUMAN FLY, the roatlife death 
dofier, hits the newsstands, and @ new CONAN 
TREASURY EDITION comes your way, mado 
up_montly of material that has never been 
step in color comics and featuring the artistry 
of JOHN BUSCEMA, BARRY SWiITH, NEAL 
ADANS and GIL KANE, pertectly packaged 
by editor/weiter ROY THOMAS, Let's fooe it 

199Ng, like June, Macvel és busting out all overt 
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